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TO THE RIGHT HONOVRABLE SIR GEORGE 
CAREY, OF THE MOST HONORABLE ORDER 
» bi Ora DHE GABRHER oo KNIGHT: 
~ Baron of Hun/don,Captaine ofher Mareflies gentlemen ‘Penfioners, 
~ Gouernor of the Ifle of Wight, Lieutenant of thecountie of Southt, 
Lord (hamber laine of her Maseftves moft Royall houfe, and of 


7 her Highnes moft honourable priuie Counfell. 
| Paes eee AT harmony Right honorable) which 
eee Re eis skilfullie expreft by Inftruments , albeit, by 
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is Ta P| ve reafonof the variety of number <> proportion of 

ah WORN. y /f~g.\| it felfe,it eafilie ftirs up the minds of the hea- 

| Bae Sairers toadmiration &> delight, yet for higher an- 
7, 1a fe Ithoritie and power hath been ener worthily attri 
as gee | buted to that kinde of Mujicke, which 10 the 
Fe) fweetnes of inftrument applies the linely voice of 


: SS nan, exprefsing ome worthy fentenceor excel- 
lent Poeme. Hence (as al antiquitie can witneffe)finft. grew the heauenly Art 


bilitie. Neither in.thefe your bonours may [let paffethe dutifill:remem- 


Your Lordhips moft humble ferwant, 
IohnDowland. 


T 0 the courteous Reader. 


8) f&|OW hard anenterprifeitis in this skilfull and curious age to com- 
“4 } |mit our priuate laboursto the publike view, mine owne difabilitie, 
ws |S) \and othershard fucceffe doe too well affure me:and were itnot for 
| @ithat loue! beare to the true louers of muficke,l had concealde thefe 
23) my firft fruits, which how they willthriue with yourtafte I know not, 


howfocuer the greater part of them si 5 haue been ripe inoughbytheirage. The | 


Courtly iudgement I hope will notbe {euere againft them,being it felfea party,and 


thofe fweet {prings of humanity (Imeane our two famous Vniuerfities) wil entertain 


» them for his fake, whome they haue already grac’t, and asit were enfranchifd in the 


ingenuous profeflion of Muficke, which from my childhoode I haue euer aymed at, 
{undry times leauing my natiue countrey, the better to attain fo excellent‘a{cience, 


»\ About fixteene yceres paft,I trauelled the chiefeft parts of France, a nation furnifht 


with great variety of Muficke : Butlately, being ofa more confirmed ludgement,I_ 


bentmy courfe toward the famous prouinces of Germany, where I founde both exe” 
~-cellentmafters,and moft honorable Patrons of Muficke: Namel y, thofe two mira- 


~ ‘cles of this age for vertue and magnificence, Henry fuloDuke of Brunfwick, and © 
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that worthy country,] paft ouerthe Alpesinto zaly,where I foundethe Cities fur= 


nifht with all good Artes, but efpeciallie Muficke, What fauour and eftimationI had 


in Venice Padua, Genoa, Ferrara,Florence,& diuers other places I willingly fuppreffe, 
deaftI fhould any way feeme partiall in mine owne indeuours. Yetcan | not diffem- 
ble the great content | found in the proferd amity ofthe moft famous Luca Mareu- 
x10,whofe fundry lettersI receiued from Rome,and one of them, becaufe it is burt 


fhort,] haue thought good to fet downe,niot thinking it any difgrace tobe proud of 


the iudgement of fo excellent aman, 


Molto Magnifico Signior mio offeruandi[simo. 
DErunatertera del Signior Alberigo Malueziho intefo quanto con cortefe affetto /imo- 
- firs defiderofa di effermicongionto d’amicitiaydoue infinitamente la ringratio di quefto 
S40 buon’ anmo,offerendomegl: all incontro fe in alcnna cofala poffo ferwire, poi che gli me= 
ritidelle fue snfimtewuirtn , €S qualita meritano che ognt uno 6 me Lammirino es ofver- 
dino, 5 per fine di quefto le bafci0 le mani, Di'Roma at 3.diLugho. 1595. ; 


\ : D.V.S. Affettionatiffimo feruitore, 
Luca Marenzto. 


«dearned Marstius Lantzgraue of Heffen,of whofe princely vertues and fauorstowards © 
. meIcan neuer freaketndicieadis Neither can I forgetthe kindnes of e4/exandro be 
Aorologio, a right learned mafter of Muficke, feruantto the royal Prince the Lantz= — 

~ graue of Heffen,and Gregorio Hower Lutenift to the magnificent Duke of Brunfwicks 
Both whome!I name as well for their loueto me,as alfo fortheir excellency in their* 
\faculties, .Thus having {pentfome monethsin Germany to my great admirationof: 
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Not to ftand tolong vpon my trauels,] will onel y name that worthy maifter Gio- 
uanni (rochio Vicemafter ofthe chappel of S. Marksin Vemice with whome I had fa- 
miliar conference.And thus what experience! could gather abroad,I am now ready 
to practife athome,if J may butfind encouragementin my firft aflaies. There haue 
bin diuers Lute leffons of mine lately printed withoutmy knowledge, falce and vn- 
perfe&, but Ipurpofe fhortly my felfe to fet forth the choifeft ofallmy Leffons in 
print,and alfo an introduction for fingering,with other books of Songs,whereof this 
isthe firft ; and as this findes fauour with you, fo fhal 1 be affe@ted to labor inthe reft: 
Farewell, | 


John Dowland, 
Tho. Campiani Epieraioyte de 
~ qnftituto Authoris. 
' Famam,pofteritas quam dedit Orpheo, 
Dolandi melius Mufica dat fibi, 
' Fugaces reprimens archetypis fonoss 
Gi Quas €5 délitias prabuit auribus, 
a Ipfis confpicuas luminibus facit, 
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And you my thoughts that fome miftruft do carry, Ifthe for disinnls cloudes do maske her cies, 
Iffor miftruft my miftrifle do you blame, And make the heauens darke with her difdaine, 


Say though youalter,yet you do not varty, With windie fighes difperfethem in the skies, 
Asthe doth change, andyetremainethefame: Or withthy teares diffolue them into raine; 
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